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June 2026

RE: Important Updates to School Uniform Policy for Academic Year 2026/27
Dear Parents and Carers,
As we prepare for the 2026/27 academic year, we are writing to share some important modifications to our school uniform policy. These updates have been made in direct response to the Department for Education’s (DfE) statutory guidance on the cost of school uniforms. The primary objective of this government legislation is to ensure that school uniforms remain affordable, reasonable, and represent excellent value for money for all families. 
Under the updated DfE regulations, secondary schools are required to limit the total number of compulsory school-branded items to four. This policy is designed to enable families to purchase generic, cost-effective alternatives from high street shops and supermarkets rather than being locked into exclusive supplier designs.
In full compliance with this statutory guidance, The Marlborough School Academy has conducted a review of our uniform requirements. We have streamlined our policy to ensure that we mandate exactly four compulsory branded items. All other elements of our uniform have been transitioned to generic styles, allowing you to shop around for the best available prices. 
The four compulsory branded items that feature our school insignia for 2026/27 are:
1. School Blazer: Features the school badge, which students are expected to always wear unless otherwise directed. 
2. School Tie: Must be worn with the top button fastened, the tie knot up to the top button, and the tip of the tie meeting the waistband. 
3. PE Performance Short Sleeve Training Top: Features the school logo. 
4. PE Football Shorts: Black sports shorts featuring the school logo. 



All other uniform items—such as trousers, shirts, socks, jumpers, and additional sports kit components—can still be purchased through our online suppliers, but can also now be purchased as unbranded, generic versions from any retailer, provided they align with our structural style and colour guidelines. 
Please see the attached uniform guide for further details.

Important Clarification Regarding the School Skirt
We want to draw particular attention to the policy regarding the school skirt. Previously, a specific branded black pleated skirt with an embroidered TMSA waistband was required from our official supplier. To meet the strict DfE limits on branded items, we can no longer maintain this as a mandatory branded item. 
For the 2026/27 school year, parents are fully permitted to purchase standard, generic black pleated skirts from any high street retailer or supermarket. However, please note that the required style and modesty standards remain completely unchanged. Any generic skirt worn must fulfil the following criteria: 
· It must be a structured, black pleated style. 
· The hemline must measure no more than 10cm above the knee. 
· The skirt must not be rolled up at the waistband. 
· When wearing a skirt, black opaque tights must be worn (no knee-length socks, leg warmers, leggings, footless tights, or socks over tights are permitted). 
· During the Summer term, students may wear black or white ankle socks instead of tights. 
Whilst stocks last you are still able to purchase the branded skirt from SWI should you wish to.




A Reminder of Ongoing Expectations
Please note that all general requirements regarding personal appearance remain in full effect to maintain our high standards:
· Hair: Hair should be well-groomed, smart, clean, and of a natural colour. Hair bands or accessories must be black or in school colours. 
· Jewellery: Jewellery is not permitted, except a watch and 1 pair of plain metal stud earrings for students with pierced ears. Students are not permitted to cover piercings with plasters. No other facial or body piercings are allowed. Jewellery must be entirely removable for PE lessons. 
· Make-Up: Make-up must be subtle. False eyelashes are not allowed, and nail varnish should be clear (no acrylic, French, or gel nails). 
· Tattoos: Tattoos are strictly prohibited. 
Supporting Our Families
We understand that the cost of school uniform can be a burden for some families. If you are experiencing financial difficulties, please do not hesitate to contact our finance or pastoral team in absolute confidence so that we can explore ways to assist you. 
Additionally, our PTA runs a fantastic second-hand uniform scheme, with all proceeds going directly toward funding school projects. Second-hand uniform sales take place three times a year. Donations of good quality, clean uniform can be made via school reception or can be collected within the St Albans area. Please contact the PTA at pta@marlborough.herts.sch.uk for sale dates or donation details. 
We expect parents and carers to support us on all issues regarding uniform, and we thank you for your continued partnership in keeping our school community exceptionally smart and focused on excellence. 
Yours sincerely,
Mr D Eve

Deputy Headteacher
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