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visit www.themarlboroughscienceacademy.co.uk for all the latest news and information 

 

May 2024 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 

I was really going to try and start a newsletter without making reference to the weather but my 

goodness I’m sure that we’ll all be very pleased to see a little bit of sun anytime soon! 

As is usual we have had a very busy (and productive half term). Year 11s have been impressive in 

terms of their focus on exams, some of the outfits have been impressive also!  Whilst I love seeing 

the students show their personality, I would ask please that you refer back to the rules for absolute 

clarity, the boundaries are being pushed in ways that are not acceptable for a school environment, 

thank you in anticipation for your support with this. 

 

I thank staff who have led some wonderful trips this half term, in particular the Battlefields trip, 

Classics and of course the Year 12 work experience which Mrs Golds orchestrated beautifully.  

Good luck to the Paris trip running next week; it’s always fabulous and I’m sure everyone will have 

a great time – thank you as always to all the staff who give up their holiday time to ensure 

everyone has a wonderful experience.  Thank you also to the support team who administratively 

make it all happen. 

 

We have been working with external bodies to support us with our expansion plans and I am very 

excited that our new food room will be in place in September as will designs for our new build - 

hopefully to be up and running for September 2026.  

 

The General Secretary of ASCL (Pepe Di’Iasio) delivered some fabulous INSET to middle leaders 

on Tuesday 14th May talking about hope and optimism re: our roles and responsibilities.  All too 

often we can focus on the negatives; we need to remember how highly regarded we are as a school 

and how our growth reflects a real understanding and sign up to our values and ethos.  We also 

need to remind ourselves, every day that our young people in a whole variety of ways are working 

their way through a world that can sometimes be tricky but in the main they manage this with a 

courage and style I can only but admire. 
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And finally …… sadly I bid farewell to my fabulous PA Mrs Soulby, she is off to pastures new and 

she will be greatly missed by us all but in particular me.  In life we can be blessed by meeting and 

working with someone who is quite literally a ray of sunshine and exceptional in post; Mrs Soulby 

is that person, warm, kind, caring, funny and hard working.  We wish her well and hope that her 

new chapter offers excitement, fun and quite possibly lots of travel.  Ms Moynihan will be starting 

with us on 3rd June, please give her a big warm welcome as I’m sure she will be grateful for that and 

ensure she feels part of our community very quickly. 

 

Take care and be safe, 

 
Ms Thomson 
Headteacher 

 

 

This Week’s Quote of the Week 

“Be so good they can’t ignore you.”  

(Steve Martin) 

Word of the Week 

adroitness: noun—The quality of being skilful and quick in thinking or 

movement. 

Value of the Week 

Endeavour 

Staying Hydrated 

 

With warmer weather hopefully on the way, students 

should ensure they bring a water bottle to school to stay 

hydrated during the day. 
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Student Achievement 

Well done to Holly Parsons 8MT and her team Evergreen 

Falcons who not only won the Hertfordshire girls U14s 

Division One league title but also secured the Senior league 

cup with an amazing 5-0 win at the final, making them 

double champions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English Stars of the Month for April 

The following students have been recognised by their English teacher for their hard work, 

consistent effort and pleasing work in April. 

Luki Clements 7RP, Ryan Manyangadze 7FC,                  

Torie Gowers 7RP, Maisey Waters 7RC,                      

William Bowell 7GJ,  Ruby Smith 7EW, Paige Bassam 8LI, 

Annabel Elmer 8LI, Chloe Sykes 8LI, Olly Roebuck 8AS, 

Lydia Karpus 8PA, Freddie Shapter 8AS,                       

Scarlet Donovan 8AS, Paige Moody 9MO,                        

Archie Greany 9RG, Sophie Parry 9RH, Elise Day 9AK, 

Matilda Goldbrom 9MO, Caua Martins 9MR,             

Thomas Pegg-Edwards 10RT, Poppy Goodier 11CC, Vasile Baes 10SK,                 

Charlotte Hardcastle 10AR, Jenson Morris 10RT, Archie Sparshott 10AR,                   

Jarleth Duffy 10RT, Ellie-Mai Kiely 10SK, Jack Tomkins 11ES, Tilly Moody 11CC, 

Macey Ross 11KB, Katie Coleman 11KA, Selin Oney 13SL 
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Donations wanted 

Uniform 

We will be holding a uniform sale next half term. Please 

donate any clean uniform to the PTA which you can 

leave at the site office or in Reception. We would be 

especially grateful for Year 11 uniform and ties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The M Store 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed so generously to the M Store. All contributions 

have been distributed to people within our school community who are currently in need of that 

extra bit of support. Please continue to support us if you are able and don't 

forget, you can just pop any donation into the red M Store Wheelie bin by 

the main school gates for ease of access. Non-perishable food items is now 

the greatest need. 

Kind regards 

Emma Hicks 

Family Engagement Worker and Poverty Prevention Lead  

Please contact me in the following way with any enquires related to the M Store: 

e.hicks@marlborough.herts.sch.uk  

01727 731 36/07916 038 784  

Raffle Prizes 

 

We are looking for donations of raffle prizes for our M 

Festival. The M Festival raises a huge amount of 

money to support our students and is a great event 

for our school and the wider community. Please 

contact info@mfestival.co.uk if you are able to help. 
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Rotary Design Competition 

Big congratulations to our Year 7 team who 

competed in the Rotary Design Competition. Our 

amazing and talented year 7 students, George 

Zhang 7RC, Ceci Clements 7RP, Luki Clements 7RP 

and Zach Wilson 7RC came third in their category. 

This was particularly impressive considering they 

were the only year 7 team that attended the 

competition and were competing against 

predominantly year 9 students from other schools. 

This is a huge achievement and an amazing 

showcase of their talent and inquisitive minds. 

Also a huge congratulations to the other Year 8 and 9 students who took part in the 

competition. Again as we begin our KS4 a year earlier, our year 9 students were competing 

against Year 10 and 11 students, where they did admirably, showing dedication to designing 

and creating a final solution.  

All students behaved in an extremely well-mannered demeanour, and were amazing 

ambassadors for Marlborough, showing what I can only describe as our unique sense of 

sportsmanship, wit and attitude toward the tasks.  

Mr Dwane 
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Battlefields Trip 

In April Year 9 and 10 students studying history at GCSE spent three days exploring the 

battlefields and cemeteries of the First World War’s Western Front. We were lucky enough to 

have Steve Roberts, renowned 

historian, as our tour guide.  

Students observed the Last Post 

Ceremony at the Menin Gate, a 

ceremony to remember those British 

and Commonwealth soldiers who gave 

their lives defending Ypres, that has 

continued every evening since 1928. 

A visit to the Somme battlefields, 

Sunken Lane and Thiepval, where 

students study the tragic story of the 

Salford Pals in Year 8, was followed by 

workshops on equipment, weapons, 

and medicine.  

We also visited Hill 60 where St Albans soldier, Ted Warner, won the Victoria Cross in 1915.  

Six of our students went on pilgrimages to visit the headstones or memorials of their relatives, 

which ended with our own ceremony at Tyne Cot cemetery where we laid a wreath of poppies.  

Mr Pressland 

You can see some more photographs on our website here 

https://www.themarlboroughscienceacademy.co.uk/school-news/gallery/belgium-2024
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Normandy 2024 

On Thursday 4th April we arrived at school to start our voyage to Normandie. We boarded our 

ferry and 7 hours later arrived at Le Château de la Boutonnière, which we would call home for 

the next five days. We were given a tour of the beautiful grounds 

and completed our first French lesson.  

 

During the first day we 

stayed at the chateau and did some fun activities. The 

first of which was the fabrication du pain (bread making). 

We later got to eat this delicious bread for lunch. For our 

second activity we headed into the woods for le tir à l’arc 

(archery). C'était super cool. On this magnificent site, they 

make cider, and we were lucky enough to try some. In 

the evening we did an exciting treasure hunt where we 

had to find different locations around that chateau. Much to everyone's dismay, the teachers 

won. Then it was straight to bed after an exhausting day. 

 

The second day we went to Arromanches which is where 

the D-Day landings took place. There, we looked around 

an interesting museum about it.  For lunch, we had a 

picnic which was nice. In the afternoon, we headed into a 

360° cinema to further our D-day knowledge. Finally, we 

went to an eerily beautiful American cemetery. For dinner 

that night, we got to try l’escargot (snails); they were 

garlicky and chewy. When we arrived back at the Chateau, some people dressed up for a quiz 

about French culture.   

Now the day we were all waiting for had arrived. In 

the morning, we headed for a French market to 

immerse ourselves further into French culture by 

practising our speaking skills when talking to the 

native people. We then went to the famous Mont-

Saint Michel - the number 1 tourist attraction outside 

of Paris - where monks used to live. C’est beau. At the 

top of the island is the monastery where we looked 

around and marvelled at the beautiful architecture. 

Then we headed back to the Chateau. 

Continued on page 8 
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Day 5 arrived sooner than we had expected when we had to leave, but not before seeing the 

Bayeux tapestry and exploring the magnificent city of Bayeux. The Bayeux Tapestry in around 

1066 tells the story of the Battle of Hastings and still stands today. Afterwards, we had free time 

to look around the historic city. Unfortunately, our time in France was over and it was time to 

go back to the ferry for an arduous six hours. We arrived back at Marlborough in the early 

hours of the morning and we were all very tired. 

We all had an amazing time in France.  

Jenny Price 9MR, Saphina Port 9MO & Cassie McNiven 9MR 

The Normandy French trip was a great fun opportunity to 

spend time with my friends whilst doing activities like 

archery and bread making. From going on the French trip, 

my French vocabulary has improved which will help for 

my exams. The activity I enjoyed the most was visiting the 

French market because I was able to put my French 

knowledge into practise when talking to French people. 

Katka Punter 11EM 

My French has improved by going on the 

trip. The animateurs helped to improve my 

fluency and I was able to speak French with 

everyone at the dorm by the end of the trip. I 

was able to experience real life French at the 

market and when shopping in Bayeux and 

successfully asked a shop attendant where 

the Mikado was. I learned lots of vocabulary 

to do with mealtimes, shopping, and 

directions. I learned how to say the French 

alphabet properly and better understood how 

to tell the time. - Scarlet Sanders 11EM 

 I would recommend this trip, especially for those wanting 

either a taste of French culture, or even those just trying to 

experience how a French conversation would be like with 

natives of the language. Seamus Van-De-Puye 11ES 

The Normandy French Trip was a very fun and enjoyable trip that I got to spend time with my friends 

doing exciting activities like archery and bread making. My favourite part of the trip was visiting Mont 

Saint Michel and going to a French market because it helped me improve my French speaking and 

listening as I was able to have conversations with other people. I was also able to try new things whilst 

on this trip like trying snails and other French cuisines.  Lois Punter 11EM 

 I would recommend this trip as I have learnt 

lots of new vocabulary and improved my 

speaking abilities. Alex Arnold 9AK 
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Careers News 
Blue Light Insight Day 

On Friday 19th April 2024 as part of the Year 7 careers programme, representatives from the 

Police, Fire Department, Ambulance Services, and the RNLI spent the day in school. 

The primary goal of this event was to educate our students about the various career 

opportunities within these vital industries. By interacting with professionals from these 

services, students gained insight into the 

important work they do within our 

community. Understanding these careers 

not only broadens their knowledge but 

also instils a sense of appreciation for the 

crucial roles these individuals play in 

keeping us safe.  

The presence of emergency vehicles on 

site during this event provided a hands-

on experience for students. 

Mrs Golds 

 

 

 

Speed Apprenticeship Event 

Monday 13th May was the second part of our Year 8 speed apprenticeship event where our 

guest speakers shared information about their careers and apprenticeship opportunities. 

Students enjoyed a day with the Herts Fire and Rescue team covering aspects of their role 

including listening skills and teamwork. Students also had a team from AECOM, a large 

infrastructure company in St. Albans, 

show them what they needed to consider 

for building a large structure – this time 

with lego! Thank you to our guest 
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LRC News 

Accelerated Reader  

All students in Years 7 and 8 are enrolled in a reading scheme called 

Accelerated Reader. Students take a comprehension test to assess their 

reading ability and this helps to guide them to select appropriate 

reading material. When students finish a book on the scheme they can 

take a short online quiz to check their understanding of what they have 

read. Students earn house points for each quiz that they pass. These are 

added at the end of each half term. 

Students can  take Accelerated Reader book quizzes at home at any time. The 

link for Renaissance Learning, who host the quizzes, is in the useful links 

section of the school website. Students should know their username and 

password but if they have forgotten they can contact me on      

s.nixon@marlborough.herts.sch.uk 

The top ten readers so far this year are: 

1. George Zhang 7RC — 3,561,741 words read 

2. Samantha Mullinex 7RC — 3,230,729 words read 

3. Eve Kilcast 7AS — 2,041,017 words read 

4. Tom Baker 8LI — 2,029,212 words read 

5. Michael Shepherd — 1,441,975 words read 

6. William Harris 7RC  — 1,297,610  words read 

7. Allie Reed 7RP  – 1,160,251 words read 

8. Alannah Davies 8LP—1,091,826 words read 

9. Riley Haigh 7AR  —1,065,066 words read 

10. Nicole Rees 8LP — 1,045,676 words read 

Readathon update 

Thank you to all students who took part in the Readathon to help raise 

money for Read for Good. We raised over £200 to support children in 

hospital in the UK. Well done to Zach Wilson 7RC who collected the most 

sponsorship and won himself an Easter egg. 

Dexter Wray 7AS and Elsie O’Sullivan 7GJ 

also won an Easter Egg as runners up. 
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LRC News 

On Wednesday 15th May we welcomed students and staff from Beaumont School and Loreto 

College to a discussion morning for the Children’s Book Award. The award is organised by the 

Federation of Children’s Book Groups and Marlborough were hosting this event on behalf of 

the Herts group. The students had a lively discussion on each of the shortlisted titles in the 

older readers category: Deadlock by Simon Fox, Codename Kingfisher by Liz Kessler and The 

Final Year by Matt Goodfellow. Students voted for their favourite book, produced some 

responses to the books for the authors and then took part in a fantastic writing workshop with 

guest author Natasha Farrant. The winning book will be announced at the award ceremony in 

Birmingham on 8th June.  

Mrs Nixon 

 

I really enjoyed The Final Year, 

Deadlock and Code Name Kingfisher 

as they were really interesting to 

read. Hannah Tomlins 8LP 
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The Big Read 2024 

It’s your final chance to read and review our Big Read Twitch by M G 

Leonard. Students and staff who read the book and complete a short review 

will contribute to a house competition as well as earning themselves an 

exclusive pin badge. We have copies available to borrow from the LRC. 

Year 7 students are following a scheme of work based on Twitch in their 

Drama lessons this term which includes costume and set design. Year 8 

students have been making bird boxes in their Design and Technology 

lessons. 

Twitch intertwines the themes of 

protecting wildlife and being kind to one 

another and links with our sustainability 

ethos and our values. 

 

 

Student Parliament 

TMSA Student Parliament received a well deserved treat of a pizza lunch as a thank you for 

making positive changes to the school community. They meet once a week and work directly 

with the Student Leaders to help them achieve their aims. Parliament have assisted in raising 

the profile of the house system by gathering data from students thoughts and feelings about the 

structure and implementation of the 

system. They also have facilitated a 

new House Science competition this 

year!  

Well done to all the 

students involved. 
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Goodbye Year 11 
On Tuesday 7th May we said goodbye to Year 11 with a leavers assembly before they began 

their study leave. Students had a fun morning and behaved impeccably. In true Marlborough 

tradition they showed off some fantastic costumes. We wish all our students good luck in their 

remaining exams and for their future. You can see more photographs of this and other events on 

our website here 

 

 

https://www.themarlboroughscienceacademy.co.uk/gallery/?pid=3&gcatid=1
https://www.themarlboroughscienceacademy.co.uk/gallery/?pid=3&gcatid=1
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Goodbye to Year 13 

Year 13 students celebrated their leavers assembly on Friday 10th May, their last day at school 

before their exams started.  We wish them good luck in their exams and in whatever the future 

holds for them.  

 

Good Luck 

for the  

future! 
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Learning Counts 

At the heart of everything we do at The Marlborough Science Academy is 

high quality Teaching and Learning. Each week members of our senior 

leadership team meet with a selection of students from different forms and 

year groups to discuss how they feel about their learning, what good practice 

looks like and voice their opinions on what areas could be improved; we 

value the voice of our students. 

 

Please find their recent feedback below: 

 

Year 8 – staff are nice, we have great teachers and learning is fun. We feel supported and 

safe at school, enjoy all the trips, activities and workshops on offer and love the facilities. 

We especially enjoy the learning in our PE, History, English, ICT and Art lessons. Special 

mentions to Mr Samsami and Mr Pressland in History, Mr Rahman and Mr 

Rutherford in ICT, Mrs Punio in Art, Mr Hodge, Miss Fox and Mrs Eaton in 

PE, Mr Simonelli and Miss O’Neal in Maths, Mrs Claridge and Mr Griggs in 

English.  

 

Year 10 – we love our school, it is great! There is a wide variety of subjects available, the staff 

are friendly and we feel safe here. The learning is personable and supportive. 

We especially enjoy our PE lessons. Special mentions to Ms Bustin in Art, Miss 

Conwell, Ms Kelly and Mrs Leinster in Science, Mrs James in Geography, Mrs 

Cuell in Food, Miss Kelly in Engineering, Mr Cockram in Graphics, Miss 

Caswell in English and Mr Salih in Media Studies.  

 

Year 12 – we really enjoy our learning; the teacher’s make it 

easy for us to understand everything and the Post 16 Centre 

is great. We especially like our Maths lessons. Special 

mentions to Miss King in History, Mr Atterton in Politics, Mr 

Eve in Science and Miss Fogarty in English.  

Mr Fitzgibbon 
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This year’s sixth form taster days are on the 27th 

and 28th June 2024.  Ofsted have rated our sixth 

form ‘Outstanding’ in a recent inspection. 

Come and find out for yourselves what a great 

sixth form we have on either of the two taster 

days. We look forward to welcoming you. 

More information to follow.  

Please click the image to visit our sixth form 

pages on our website.  

https://www.themarlboroughscienceacademy.co.uk/sixthform
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Support for Families 

St Albans & District Foodbank   

Several of the distribution centres are now able to offer 

a CAB officer to talk with clients on a regular basis. At 

the moment they have been attending New Greens, 

London Colney and Harpenden distribution centres 

every two weeks. 

  

There is no longer a centre at St Stephen Church, Watling Street. 

Local distribution centres are as follows: 

Monday Morning 

The Vineyard Church 

7 Brick Knoll Park, St Albans, AL1 5UG 

10.00am- 12.00pm 

  

Monday Afternoon 

Redbourn Methodist Church, 

North Common, AL37BU 

2.00pm-3.30pm 

  

Tuesday 

Christchurch, New Greens 

1.00pm – 3.00pm 

3 High Oaks, St Albans; AL3 6DJ 

 

Wednesday 

Cottonmill Community Centre 

12 Old Oak, Cottonmill Lane 

St Albans, AL1 2EF 

1.00pm-3.00pm 

 

Thursday  

Hilldyke Community Centre 

17 Hilldyke Road, Wheathampstead 

AL4 8TU 

12.30pm-2.30pm 

  

Friday Morning 

London Colney Parish Council 

Caledon Community Centre, Caledon 

Road, London Colney, AL2 1PU 

10.00am-12.00pm 

  

Friday Afternoon 

Crabtree Church-Harpenden 

139 Crabtree Lane, Harpenden 

AL5 5RD 
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http://www.arrivabus.co.uk
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Community News 

 

  

http://www.arrivabus.co.uk


 22 

 

An official publication of The Marlborough Science Academy Ltd, 

Watling Street, St Albans, Hertfordshire, AL1 2QA       #08003969  

01727 856 874   |   www.themarlboroughscienceacademy.co.uk 

Please contact admin@marlborough.herts.sch.uk for any 

information regarding the content of this or future publications. 

Term Dates 
 

Summer Term 2024 

Half Term - Monday 27th - Friday 31st May 2024 

End of Term - Thursday 18th July 2024—Please note this is a change of date. 

 

Autumn Term 2024 

Inset Day—Monday 2nd September 

Start of Term Year 7 & 12 only—Tuesday 3rd September 

Start of Term Year 8-11 & 13 —Wednesday 4th September (photograph day for years 7, 9, 

11 & 12) 

Half Term - Monday 28th October to Friday 1st November 

Occasional day - Friday 22nd November 

Inset day - Monday 25th November 

End of Term – Friday 20th December 

Christmas Holidays - Monday 23rd December 2024 – Monday 6th January 2025 

 

Spring Term 2025 

Inset day - Monday 6th January 

First day of term - Tuesday 7th January 

Half Term - Monday 17th to Friday 21st February 

End of term - Friday 4th April 

Easter Break -  Monday 7th April to Monday 21st April 

 

Summer Term 2025 

First day of term -  Tuesday 22nd April 

Bank Holiday - Monday 5th May 

Half term - Monday 26th to Friday 30th May 

End of Term - Friday 18th July 

If you have any questions and are not sure who to ask  

please click here for the general enquiry form   

visit www.themarlboroughscienceacademy.co.uk for all the latest news and information 

http://www.themarlboroughscienceacademy.co.uk/page/?title=Contact+Us&pid=62

