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Select a portrait of a poet, such as Alfred, Lord 

Tennyson by Julia Margaret Cameron or Edna 

St. Vincent Millay by Arnold Genthe. 

Find a poem by your chosen poet. Which 

poetic devices (e.g., metaphor, assonance, 

alliteration) does the writer utilize? Use at 

least one of these devices in an original poem 

that is addressed to the writer. Finally, create 

your own portrait of a poet—a self-portrait!

Julia Margaret Cameron
British, born India, 1865
A. Tennyson/The Dirty Monk
Albumen silver print
25.9 x 21.1 cm (103⁄16 x 85⁄16 in.) 
84.XO.732.1.1.1
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To write a list poem, start with a 

still life or another work of art that 

depicts many people or objects. 

Describe what you see in a list 

of prepositional phrases, such as 

under the ____ / next to the ____ / 

in a ____ / beyond the ____. 

Don’t be afraid to repeat words—

repetition will give the poem 

rhythm. Add a line that will 

surprise a reader, for example, by 

revealing what you would do if 

you were in the work of art (e.g., 

over the bread / my hand hovers).
Jean-Étienne Liotard 
Swiss, Geneva, about 1781–1783
Still Life: Tea Set 
Oil on canvas mounted on board  
147⁄8 x 205⁄16 in. 
84.PA.57
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