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A poem can be many things and can be 

written many ways. Some poems are lists,  

and some are like plays. With this exercise, 

have a talk with a work of art. 

Your conversation can be an interview, an 

argument, a serenade, an apology, etc.  

Does the object talk back? If so, what does it 

say? If not, what do you say? Write it all down.
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To write a list poem, start with a 

still life or another work of art that 

depicts many people or objects. 

Describe what you see in a list 

of prepositional phrases, such as 

under the ____ / next to the ____ / 

in a ____ / beyond the ____. 

Don’t be afraid to repeat words—

repetition will give the poem 

rhythm. Add a line that will 

surprise a reader, for example, by 

revealing what you would do if 

you were in the work of art (e.g., 

over the bread / my hand hovers).
Jean-Étienne Liotard 
Swiss, Geneva, about 1781–1783
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