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Before you do any revision
• Eat breakfast
• Put your phone away (social media away)
During revision sessions
• Start early and spread it out
• Test yourself
• Teach someone
• Think twice about using highlighters
• Don’t listen to music
• Get some fresh air and exercise
• Sleep
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Your training schedule

It starts with a revision timetable https://getrevising.co.uk/planner

'Shaping Futures'

https://getadapt.co.uk/

https://mystudylife.com/



'Shaping Futures'

Working Together: 
How to prepare for the GCSE English 

Language and English Literature exams

Summer Public Examinations

• Lit Paper 1: Monday 12th May am

• Lit Paper 2: Tuesday 20th May am

• Lang Paper 1: Friday 23rd May am

HALF TERM

• Lang Paper 2: Friday 6th June am

PPEs:

• October 2024

• March 2025



What can I do to help?
• Computer access

• Time and space

• Smiles and firm encouragement

• Healthy eating

• Lots of hydration

• Encourage sleep

• Encourage exercise

• Paper, pens, highlighters, 
pencils, post-its

• A watch, clock or timer

• Revision guides and podcasts

• Newspapers



Did you know..?



Creating a revision timetable
• A revision timetable will help your son or daughter plan their time and achieve the 

most - avoid last minute panics and cramming.

• Be honest & realistic – do they work best in the mornings, afternoons or evenings?

• Use our English Countdown Planner to help

•Plan in breaks for regular 
hobbies.
•Incentivise & reward.
•Keep each session between 45 
– 60 minutes max with ‘chunks’ 
of learning



The Art of Transformation
Revision needs to be active not passive; you actually have to engage with the 

process. 

Reading through your book and notes a few times will not do!

Reading revision guides will not do either; you will have been taught specifically for 
your exam board; revision guides tend to be quite general and so either contain too 
much information or too little.  

Turn your classwork and information from books/online into 
some form of revision notes and then learn them.



English Literature 
Paper 1 (1 hr 45 mins)

• Shakespeare - Romeo and Juliet or Macbeth

• 19th Century Novel - A Christmas Carol

Paper 2 (2 hrs 15 mins)

• ‘Modern text’- An Inspector Calls

• Power and Conflict poetry 

• Unseen poetry 
'Shaping Futures'



English Literature Paper 1: Shakespeare

What you need to know:

• How the plot develops

• Who the key characters are

• What the key themes are

• Key quotations

• Context

Revision Strategy:

Cornell Notes



Your Turn:



English Literature Paper 1: C19th Novel

What you need to know:

• How the plot develops

• Who the key characters are

• What the key themes are

• Key quotations

• Context

Revision Strategy:

Flashcards and Quizlet





English Literature Paper 2: Modern Text

Revision Strategy:

Mindmaps

What you need to know:

• How the plot develops

• Who the key characters are

• What the stage directions reveal

• What the key themes are

• Key quotations

• Context





English Literature Paper 2: Poetry

What you need to know:
• Key terminology for analysing poetry

• All fifteen of the AQA anthology poems from 
the ‘Power and Conflict’ cluster

• Key quotations

• Connectives for writing a comparison

• How to tackle an unseen poem

Revision Strategy:

Venn Diagrams/tables





English Language
Paper 1 (1 hr 45 mins)

• Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing (Fiction) 

Paper 2 (1 hr 45 mins)

• Writer’s Viewpoint and Perspectives (Non-fiction)
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English Language: Paper 1 Section A (Reading)
What you need to know:

• Key terminology for analysing new 
texts 

• Connectives

• PETER (C) structure

Revision Strategy:

Post-it notes

• Use post-it notes, strategically placed 
around your home, to remind you of 
key terms.

• This is a good           place…



English Language: Paper 1 Section B (Writing)
What you need to know:

• How to respond to the given image

• How to structure a piece of descriptive 
or narrative writing

• How to use a variety of techniques 

• How to demonstrate a sophisticated 
writing style

Revision Strategy:

Magnifying glass



English Language: Paper 2 Section A (Reading)

What you need to know:

• Key terminology for analysing new 
texts 

• Connectives

• PETER (C) structure

Revision Strategy:

Online Resources



English Language: Paper 2 Section B (Writing)

What you need to know:

• How to structure a piece of non-fiction

• How to use the generic conventions

• How to use a variety of techniques 

• How to demonstrate a sophisticated 
writing style

Revision Strategy:

Revision Guides



Other useful free resources
Online
• AQA exam board website
• SAM Learning
• Seneca Learning
• News websites
• YouTube (Mr Bruff)
• Android/iOS apps
• Sample papers on Google Classroom

DIY
• Prompt cards
• Clock sequences
• Journeys
• Words and music
• Advent calendar

Other
• Local newspapers
• TMSA staff & interventions



What Next?

• Create a revision timetable

• Countdown to the PPEs and 
slowly build up your hours

• Explore the key websites

• Gather materials and 
equipment

• Plot key dates and know when 
the hot spots are likely to be
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Year 11 GCSE Evening - Science
We study AQA Science GCSEs.

Combined scientists gain 2 GCSEs.

Separate scientists gain 1 GCSE in each 

science:

Biology,

Chemistry,

Physics.
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Year 11 GCSE Evening - Science
6 papers in total

Time: 1 hour 15 minutes 
Marks: 70

Biology topics 1–4: Cell Biology; Organisation; 

Infection and response; and Bioenergetics.

Biology topics 5–7: Homeostasis and 
response; Inheritance, variation and 

evolution; and Ecology.

Chemistry topics 8–12: Atomic structure and 

the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the 

properties of matter; Quantitative chemistry; 

Chemical changes; and Energy changes.

Chemistry topics 13–17: The rate and 

extent of chemical change; Organic 
chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chemistry 

of the atmosphere; and Using resources.

Physics topics 18–21: Energy; Electricity; Particle 

model of matter; and Atomic structure.

Physics topics 22–24: Forces; Waves; 

and Magnetism and electromagnetism

PAPER 1

PAPER 2

Equipment to bring: Pencil, pen, ruler and scientific calculator

Students will have access to full equations sheets (post-COVID 

accommodations).

Combined Sciences



6 papers total

Time: 1 hour 45 minutes 
Marks: 100

Biology Topics 1–4: Cell biology; Organisation; 
Infection and response; and Bioenergetics.

Biology Topics 5–7: Homeostasis and 

response; Inheritance, variation and 

evolution; and Ecology.

Chemistry Topics 1–5: Atomic structure and the 

periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the 

properties of matter; Quantitative chemistry, 

Chemical changes; and Energy changes.

Chemistry Topics 6–10: The rate and 

extent of chemical change; Organic 

chemistry; Chemical analysis, Chemistry 

of the atmosphere; and Using resources.

Physics Topics 1-4: Energy; Electricity; Particle 

model of matter; and Atomic structure.

Physics Topics 5-9: Forces; Waves; 

Magnetism and electromagnetism; and 

Space physics.

PAPER 1

PAPER 2

'Shaping Futures'

Separate SciencesEquipment to bring: Pencil, pen, ruler and scientific calculator

Students will have access to full equations sheets (post-COVID 

accommodations).



bridging the 
gap

Proven strategies for overcoming the gaps 

between learning and remembering



Know what to revise
• Make sure you know what to revise.

• Look at the requirements for your tier.

• Get the correct revision guide.

• Consult the learning journey.

• Revision need not be daunting! 

• Take enough breaks.

• Exciting might mean a chat with your friends, a 
cup of tea, or walking the dog etc.

'Shaping Futures'

Take enough breaks



• Timetable your revision 

timetable

• If you don't timetable, you'll miss 

things out and end up not 

doing what you need to

• It feels like wasted time, but will 
save you work in the long run

why it works

'Shaping Futures'



• Timetable your revision to 

repeat subjects and 

topics

• Gaps between study 

should be short (1-2 days)

Intervals / interleaving

• Gaps and repetition 

have an additive effect

• It helps you remember 

more facts and 

knowledge

why it works

'Shaping Futures'



• Don't read the book- try and 
recall it without the text to hand

• It may help to explain things to 
a friend or family member

• Get your parents involved 
(especially if they bug you to 
revise)!!

Active recall

• If you just read things 
you end up thinking you 
know more than you 
actually do

• Active recall helps you 
deepen learning

why it works

'Shaping Futures'



• Writing summarised notes on cards 

which you can turn over and try to 

remember

• Cards you can remember easily can 

be put in one pile

• Cards you don't remember easily 

can be put in another pile to come 

back to more often

Flash Cards

• You can get through 

things in small chunks

• You can also use this 

with active recall.

why it works
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• Make yourself a quiz on 

an app, or share them 

with friends

• You can also search for 

quizzes online on platforms 

such as quizizz, quizlet etc.

Quizzes

• Helps to force recall in a 

pressure-free environment

why it works
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• Use the QR code.

• Work your way 

through the cards.

• Play the “match” 

game.

'Shaping Futures'

Quizlet

bit.ly/3TpZLjb



• If your phone is to hand, 

you'll end up using it!

• Turn off notifications for 

your social media apps if 

you use technology for 

revision

No multi-tasking

• If you're distracted you'll 

remember a lot less!

why it works

'Shaping Futures'



• mind-maps are great 

for making 

connections between 

ideas

• Popplet is great for this!

Make Connections

• This is visual and you 

can "paint a picture" 

with your revision.

why it works

'Shaping Futures'



Write, Check 
READ

COVER

WRITE

CHECK

why it works
• A form of active 

recall.

• You can fill in gaps 

and build 

confidence quickly.

Read a chunk of 
information.

Cover it up.

Write as much detail 
as you can about 
the information.

Check your work 

against the original.

Read, Cover, 

'Shaping Futures'



• Practice exam 

style questions

• Mark them and 

review any WWWs 

and EBIs to 

improve your skills

Practice Questions

• You will face a certain 
style of question in each 
subject

• If you're used to them, 
you won't make silly 
mistakes

why it works

'Shaping Futures'
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Use a variety of approaches means that you will keep going for 

longer.

Math and Physics Tutor

Save My Exams
AQA Website – Past 

exams and 

commentary

BBC Bitesize

Seneca

Google Classroom Revision

'Shaping Futures'

Useful websites



Command words in Science



Add / Label Show information or name 
something on a graph, diagram or 

table.

Describe Give an account of something, or 
link facts, information, events or 

processes in a logical order.

Explain Say how or why something 
happens, ‘because’ will be an 

important part of your answer.

State Recall one or more pieces of 
information.

Complete Add values to a table or diagram.

Devise Plan a method or experiment using 
your knowledge.

Predict
Say what you think will happen based on what 

you know.

Evaluate Look at the information in the question and 
bring it together to make a decision and come to 

a conclusion with evidence from the question.
Show that

Prove the statement in the question is right.
Compare 

& 
Contrast Give similarities and differences between 

several things, not just one.

Justify
Give evidence to support an answer.

Calculate
Work out your answer using the numbers in 

the question- include units.



What is the command word?

What is the question asking of you?

All you need to do is list/write down 3 
types of bonding.

State three types of chemical bonding (3 
marks)

'Shaping Futures'



Using exam questions
1. Attempt the question with no extra help.

2. Look at the topic (revision guide or reliable 

website).

3. Fill in any gaps in your answer using 

another colour.

4. Use the mark scheme to mark your answer 

and work out what you missed.

'Shaping Futures'



• Figure 1 shows two villi.

• Figure 1 also shows one cell on the surface of a villus 

as seen using an electron microscope.

• Explain how villi are adapted for efficient absorption of 

sugar molecules.

'Shaping Futures'

Figure 1Question

Information (from BBC Bitesize)
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Figure 1Question

Information (from BBC Bitesize)
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• Figure 1 shows two villi.

• Figure 1 also shows one cell on the surface of a villus 

as seen using an electron microscope.

• Explain how villi are adapted for efficient absorption of 

sugar molecules.

'Shaping Futures'

Figure 1Question

Information (from BBC Bitesize)

'Shaping Futures'



Mark scheme 
• Level 2: Relevant points (reasons/causes) are identified, given in detail and logically 

linked to form a clear account.

• 3−4

• Level 1: Points are identified and stated simply, but their relevance is not clear and 
there is no attempt at logical linking.

• 1−2

• No relevant content

• 0

'Shaping Futures'



Mark scheme 
Indicative content

• have (many) microvilli

• (to) increase surface area

• wall of villus only one cell thick or is thin

• capillaries are close to surface

• (so) short pathway

• good blood supply

• (to) transport food molecules away or to the body

'Shaping Futures'

• (and) maintain a diffusion gradient

• cells have many mitochondria

• (where) respiration takes place

• (where) energy is transferred

• (as) active transport requires energy

• energy is needed to absorb sugar / food / 

molecules

For Level 2 must make links between structure 

and it's function.



• After school sessions:

'Shaping Futures'
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What does Year 11 look like?

Two rounds of PPE (mock) exams, October, and February.
Both sessions have half term between as they get so tired.

This is also to gives our students extra time to revise!

Marlborough Maths 24/25
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Marlborough Maths 24/25

Methods to revise maths 
➢Use Sparx maths. This is not just a home learning tool, but a valuable
    platform which responds intuitively to your level and will adjust to
    stretch and challenge your understanding at your pace!
➢ Use past papers. This is our focus for this evening.
➢ Use revision guides and attend revision sessions provided by the school.
     Maths is on a Tuesday evening and lunch time sessions are available on
     demand.
➢ Use revision guides and workbooks, available on school Gateway.
➢ Create revision cards, or buy them from CGP/Corbetmaths



Know your calculator
• There’s a new model out!

• Two thirds of the papers are calculator papers so use your 
calculator as often as you can

• Remember to write down everything that you put in to your 
calculator.

• Get to grips with when to close brackets for trig, for example!

• Know where your power button is for percentage questions.

Marlborough Maths 24/25
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How to use past papers
Either:

➢ Complete each paper in exam conditions. (90 minutes per paper)
➢ Mark at the end.
Or:
➢ Complete in 20/30 minute chunks and refer to the markscheme.
And/Or:
➢ ‘Teach’ somebody at home how to do something that you are
       currently revising. Mark as you go.

Crucially; no music is allowed. Exams are silent operations!
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Don’t be scared of 
the mark scheme….
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Focus on revision:
➢ The biggest mistake made with revision is to continually go over the 

easiest questions.
➢ Research shows that effective revision begins where it is getting 

harder; desirable difficulty.
➢ Pre-requisites for both successful learning and successful revision are 

self-regulation, motivation, and understanding. Step away from your 
phone, know what you are getting right BUT get to grips with what you 
are doing wrong!

➢ Source: Daniel Muijs, Deputy Director, Research and Evaluation, Ofsted 
2020.
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What to do if I need help?
➢ Speak to your teacher/mentor/friends/Specialised Learning team.
➢ Ask someone to help you to plan your revision timetable.
➢ Revise with friends. Attend revision sessions that are available. Get the 

revision guides. Use Sparx maths wisely.
➢ Use revision websites and videos; BBC Bitsesize has self assessment built 

in to every topic; Corbettmaths has videos and genuine exam questions 
for every topic and MathsGenie similarly has videos and has other curated 
exam questions. YouTube has many helpful videos.

➢ Don’t bottle it up or put it off, there is always help available for those who 
ask for it.



10 minutes:

Year 11 – can you teach your 
parents/carers how to answer the 

questions?

Parents/carers – try using the 
mark scheme to check the 

answers

Marlborough Maths 24/25



• Thank you for coming

• Please could you fill in the evaluation sheet 
on your table

• Have a safe journey home

'Shaping Futures'
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