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Poundland Pedagogy

SCIENCE SPOTLIGHT

Encyclopædia Britannica

A love of books is something we all aspire to 
develop in the children we teach. Studies have 
found that reading for pleasure is more important 
to a child’s educational achievement than their 
family’s wealth or social class. 

There are a few websites that will help to keep 
schools up to date and provide you with ideas 
to refresh your children’s diet of quality texts and 
introduce them to new authors. 

A fabulous website is Lovereading4kids.co.uk. 
It gives book recommendations that are sorted 
by age group with enough of a blurb to help you 
make informed choices. There are many different 
categories, including reluctant readers, children’s 

classics, books for boys, books reviewed by 
children and, my favourite, “If they like… they’ll 
love” which is designed to help children discover 
new authors. For example:

• If they like Michael Morpurgo they’ll love 
Megan Rix and Nick Garlick

• If they like Jacqueline Wilson they’ll love 
Anne Booth and Dawn McNiff

• If they like Alex Rider they’ll love Urban 
Outlaws

The website is useful for teachers because, 
once you have registered, you can read extracts 
from the books and the opening pages to  
help you identify whether a text will be an 

appropriate model for writing as well as a 
great read.

Booktrust Children’s books stated aim is to 
inspire a love of reading. Amongst the myriad 
book recommendations, there are also down-
loadable resources, lesson plans, videos, and 
guides to holding whole-school events to cele-
brate books and authors. Children can read 
books online, listen and read along, and take part 
in quizzes and competitions. 

Steer parents towards Words for Life, a website 
set up by the National Literacy Trust, which is 
set out in age bands from birth to 11 years. As 
well as the book recommendations you would 

expect, there’s guidance to help parents recog-
nise key milestones in children’s development as 
readers and fun ideas and activities for parents and 
children do together. There are also helpful videos 
to support both decoding and comprehension. 

Books for Keeps is an online magazine devoted 
to children’s literature. As well as hundreds of 
book reviews, you can find articles on every 
aspect of writing for children and news about all 
the latest children’s book awards. 

IDEAS FOR IMPACT

Reading for pleasure – where to begin …
by Kerry Godsman

Herts for Learning is offering a discounted price 
for Britannica Digital Learning packages.

Britannica School is an award-winning online 
interactive resource, which has been changed 
in alignment with the National Curriculum. The 
online platform is updated daily with articles and 
multi-media elements from some of the world’s 
leading editorial experts. 

Students and teachers will also benefit from 
millions of rights-cleared images that can be 
used in studies. There is no worry about copyright 
infringements as each image comes with the 
complete metadata including course, copyright 
holder, caption and keywords.

The digital resource has been designed for all ages 
and abilities and has three levels to support the 
most and least able students. Their strict guidelines 
mean that all content, including images are safe 
and accurate. The service also supports Ofsted 
requirements for parental engagement, students 

who have English as an additional language  
and spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development (SMSC).

On the 4th February, schools can benefit from 
a free trial of Encyclopædia Britannica.  

For more details about this contact:  
julie.garstang@hertsforlearning.co.uk

For more details about Britannica  
Digital Learning visit their website:  

Britannica.co.uk or phone: 020 7500 7800

Want to contribute?

Get in touch!
This page has been developed 

following schools’ requests in the 
Training Times feedback survey 

for ideas and tips for school staff. 
The Exchange is keen to hear your 

thoughts and feedback on the page!

If readers have seen, know of, or 
themselves have developed any 

interesting elements of practice that 
they would like to see shared on 

this page, please get in touch with 
the editorial team: theexchange@

hertsforlearning.co.uk 

This could be anything from 
interesting tips for the classroom to 

money-saving ideas for SBMs!

Bringing the joy back into teaching and learning, for just £1

With pressure on school budgets, and resourc-
es at a cost, The Marlborough Science Academy, 
St Albans, has launched an exciting new initia-
tive called Poundland Pedagogy aimed at utilis-
ing low cost items to enhance learning, and 
giving teachers the chance to be creative in  
the classroom.

“At Marlborough our focus on teaching and 
learning is at the heart of everything we do. 
Weekly Teaching Tip Tuesday staff meetings 
utilise students’ observations through ‘Learning 
Counts’ meetings. These are weekly meetings 
with students from Years 7 to 13, giving feedback 
on innovative and creative approaches being 
used within the classroom,” said Deputy Head-
teacher Mark Fitzgibbon, who introduced the 
competition to the staff. 

“With budgets being as they are, we launched 
Poundland Pedagogy and were delighted when 
47 members of staff signed up to take their 
chances in trying to incorporate the use of items 
bought from pound shops into their teaching. 

Using a random draw, staff names were pulled 
out of a hat and allocated with an item; the 
atmosphere was fantastic and what was particu-
larly exciting was the dialogue from colleagues 
focussed on how they were going to introduce 
pipe cleaners, a One Direction duvet, balls of 
string, plasticine etc into their lessons.” 

Staff then gave a synopsis of how their item was 
used in their classroom. Prizes were given out for 
the most creative use of an item and how effec-
tive it was for pupils. 

“The mood around the school has been electric, 
with staff entering into serious competition with 
themselves to win the top prizes but also to 
incorporate their resources into their lesson in 
the most ingenious way possible,” added Mark.

“We are delighted with the response and the 
impact it has had across the school in so many 
areas. At a time when staff morale is low, recruit-
ment a huge worry and budgets falling, injecting 
the life back into the classroom has got to be a 

good thing. And the total cost came to just £90, 
including £40 of prizes.”

Annie Thomson, Headteacher, also noticed a 
change in the classroom: “We wanted to bring 
the enjoyment of teaching back into the class-
room. Teachers are creative but that is sometimes 
taken away, as focus is with tests or assessments. 
This new approach to teaching will give teachers 
the chance to be creative again, at a cheap cost. It 
has worked really well and there has been fantas-
tic dialogue between staff. Students have also 
found it useful and have loved it.” 

For a full list of items used visit: 
bit.ly/TE-PoundlandPedagogy

Below are two examples of how staff used their 
items in their classes:

Inflatable microphone (science):

I used the microphone for an interview activity. 
The students took on roles of the components 

of a mixture. The roles were salt, sand and 
water. The students had to describe what was 
happening to them in the different stages of the  
separation of the mixture (filtration, evaporation 
and distillation) and respond to the questions 
from the interviewer. The students said that it 
was challenging to try and describe what was 
happening to them in each of the stages. Other 
students said that hearing the ideas of others 
verbally gave them ideas on what to write down 
in their own written responses.

Neon board (media/English):

The student task was to design and develop the 
front page of a tabloid or broadsheet. I used the 
neon board as an opportunity for the students to 
create success criteria based on the information 
I had given them. A student would have to come 
up with appropriate success criteria and nominate 
someone else by passing the board on. The neon 
board was then placed at the front of the class 
for reference. The task was very successful and I 
hope to use it more often in the future.

by Ryan Fisher, Journalist Primary science package

Primary science quality mark (PSQM) 

Wildlife Action Awards
Outdoor learning and understanding of the nature in the local area is a significant 
part of the science curriculum, especially at KS1, and many Hertfordshire schools 
have fantastic environment areas. 

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds has an award scheme where pupils, 
classes and year groups can collect points for finding out what there is in the 
natural environment that helps to protect it, including activities like making 
hedgehog homes. The award scheme has been used by wildlife clubs and classes 
to help recognise the work children have done to protect wildlife. 

For more information about the awards, visit: http://bit.ly/TE-WildlifeAwards

Charlotte Jackson

Charlotte joined the teaching 
and learning advisory team this 
September, bringing experience 
from both the secondary and 
primary sectors. 

She has a passion for increasing 
students’ engagement in science, and 
particularly enjoys bringing new ideas 
and initiatives to learning. She has a 
particular interest in exploring ideas 
to foster creativity in science which  
help to create independent and resil-
ient learners.

Charlotte has a strong background in 
enriching the curriculum, especially for 
the more able, which was a focus of her 
Masters in Education. She has supported 
schools in planning exciting programs of 
enrichment. Now a Hub Leader for the 
Primary Science Quality Mark, she has 
experience in leading a primary school 
to achieve the Gold Award.

Since joining, Charlotte has been 
developing resources to support 
schools in assessing pupil progress in 
primary science. 

The primary national curriculum now contains 
broad statements for each topic and a range of 
more demanding, working scientifically objectives, 
which present teachers with challenges around 
planning and assessment.

To support this, HfL has developed a suite of resourc-
es, the Primary science package, which contains a 
range of assessment tasks, tracking documents and 
a breakdown of the knowledge required for each 
topic to help teachers with planning. 

These resources have been designed to help 
schools feel confident in securing and judging the 
progress of children in science and help take the 
science curriculum to the next step.

For more information  
please contact Charlotte Jackson at:  

charlotte.jackson@hertsforlearning.co.uk

The primary science quality mark (PSQM) is contin-
uing to raise the profile of science within schools 
and there are currently over 50 Hertfordshire 
schools that have gained the award. The process 
of gaining the mark involves self-evaluation of the 
existing provision for science, an action plan that 
focuses on improving all aspects of teaching and 
learning in science, and a reflective submission with 
key pieces of evidence. 

Subject leaders often comment on how the 
process of gaining the award has helped them to 
develop their role and support their school in real 
and sustained improvement in science. 

The next cohort will begin in April 2016.

For more information or to register your 
interest please visit www.psqm.org.uk

Science Ideas: 
Science weeks and days are a great opportunity for schools to raise 
the profile of science and increase enthusiasm for the subject. Many 
schools choose to timetable these throughout the year but there is 
a British Science Week which will take place this year between the 
11th and 20th of March. 

During this week, businesses, museums and schools across the 
country will be hosting and running events to inspire young scien-
tists. Schools can find out about these events, download activity 
packs and find out about competitions by visiting the British Science 
Week website: www.britishscienceweek.org

If you are looking for a theme for this year’s science week, then why 
not think about a space theme?  With Tim Peake making history as 
the first British European Space Agency astronaut, there is a wealth 
of support and resources available for teachers to inspire the next 
generation. The STEM Centre has collated and described a whole 
range of resources linked to space, from rockets to space dinners, 
and is worth taking a look at: www.stem.org.uk/esero/tim-peake

Britannica Online  
Services

Subscription price*
(per year)

Hertfordshire School 
discount price*

Britannica School Primary £599 £509

Britannica ImageQuest Primary £399 £339

Britannica School Secondary
(up to 800 pupils)

£899 £764

Britannica School Secondary
(over 800 pupils)

£999 £849

Britannica ImageQuest Secondary £399 £339

Herts for Learning 
Science Advisor

Hertfordshire school creates history with space contact
(continued from front page)

 Alan also explained the long process it took to be 
selected, but he believes it was worth it.
 “We had to write an initial application which took a long 
time and had to have a lot of detail in there about what we 
would be doing, why we wanted to do it and so on. Then, 
after that, we had to have a visit here. The team then decided 
that we should be the first school to make this contact.
 “I feel very privileged and very proud that they had 
chosen us but also I wasn’t surprised because I knew what 
we were going to put on – an outstanding week of science 
and space.”
 Prior to the event on 8th January, three students from 
Sandringham passed their Foundation License examina-
tion from the Radio Society of Great Britain and Year 10 
student Jessica Leigh operated the radio station to call Tim 
from Earth.
 The three joined a team from Amateur Radio on the 
International Space Station (ARISS) in order to communi-
cate with Tim.
 “I thought they were fantastic. Jessica, in particular, 
kept her cool and knew she had to keep on calling so Tim 
could hear her and that we could hear him. She did that 
incredibly well.”
 National and local press attended, including the BBC, 
Sky, ITV and daily newspapers and Alan was pleased with 
how well the students coped in front of the media. 
 “I am very pleased with all the students. Sandringham is 

an outstanding school and we have a lot of visitors coming 
here to see the school in operation, so our young people 
are used to speaking to adults and you could see that today.”
 The first question asked for Tim’s opinion on what he 
thought Isaac Newton would think about the mission being 
named after his book, The Principia. 
 Peake replied: “I’m sure he would be honoured that we 
have chosen the name in honour of his life’s work and the 
book upon which all our understanding of the universe is 
based on.”
 Speaking about being the first person to address a 
question to Tim, 12-year-old Hugo said: “I was a bit sceptical 
at first because there was a lot of static, so I wasn’t sure we 
would hear his voice but when we did it was amazing. 

“I have always been interested in 
science but this has really inspired me 
about space and the exploration into 
Mars and other planets. I have been 
following his mission and saw his blast-
off into space in our theatre and I want 
to watch his spacewalk next week.”

Tim will also be speaking to nine other schools as part 
of a competition run by the UK Space Agency, the Radio 
Society of Great Britain (RSGB) and the European Space 
Agency (ESA).
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SPECIAL PRICE FOR HERTS SCHOOLS!


