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The Giver by Lois Lowry – TMSA Big Read 2022
It is the future. There is no war, no hunger, no pain. No one in the
community wants for anything. While training to be the Receiver of
Memory, Jonas experiences joy and sadness for the first time. He
becomes convinced his society has given up too much, and he can no
longer accept the sameness.

Armistice Runner by Tom Palmer – TMSA Big Read 2021.
Lily is losing her gran to Alzheimer's. But then she discovers her great-
great-grandfather's diaries from the First World War. Could his
incredible story of bravery help her reconnect with her gran?

Car-Jacked by Ali Sparkes  - TMSA Big Read 2020
Jack Mattingly is a genius. He has an IQ of 170. He speaks fluent
Mandarin and Latin.
And he can calculate the square root of 1,673,549 in his head. But
when Jack's parents' car is hi-jacked, with him inside it, for once he's
as clueless as the rest of us. The car-jacker doesn't know Jack's in
the car - yet. But it's only a matter of time before he's discovered.
And then anything could happen. Only one thing's for sure: Jack's in
for the thrill-ride of his life.

I Have no Secrets by Penny Joelson - TMSA Big Read 2019
Jemma knows who did the murder. She knows because he told her.
And she can't tell anyone. Fourteen-year-old Jemma has severe
cerebral palsy. Unable to communicate or move, she relies on her
family and carer for everything. She has a sharp brain and
inquisitive nature and knows all sorts of things about everyone. But
when she is confronted with this terrible secret, she is utterly
powerless to do anything. Though that might be about to change... 

When the World was Ours by Liz Kessler - TMSA Big Read 2023
Vienna, 1936. Elsa, Leo and Max have always been best friends, a
special team of three. Then the Nazis come. 
As a growing darkness descends around them, Leo and Elsa run for
their lives, taking two very different paths across Europe. And Max,
once their closest friend, now becomes the enemy as he is drawn
into the Hitler Youth. Will the friends ever find their way back to each
other? Will they want to?



Noughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman
Sephy is a Cross – a member of the dark-skinned ruling class. Callum is a
nought – a ‘colourless’ member of the underclass who were once slaves to
the Crosses. The two have been friends since early childhood. But that’s as
far as it can go. Until the first steps are taken towards more social equality
and a limited number of Noughts are allowed into Cross schools… Against
a background of prejudice and distrust, intensely highlighted by violent
terrorist activity by Noughts, a romance builds between Sephy and Callum
– a romance that is to lead both of them into terrible danger…

City of Bones by Cassandra Clare
Love. Blood. Betrayal. Demons.  Irresistibly drawn towards a group of demon
hunters, Clary encounters the dark side of New York City and the dangers of
forbidden love. 

Split Second by Sophie McKenzie
Bound together by the devastating consequences of a terrorist attack on a
London market, teenagers Charlotte (Charlie) and Nat appear at first to have
much in common. But, as Charlie gets closer to Nat and his family, she begins
to wonder if perhaps he knows more about the attack than he has let on. Split
Second is an action-packed thriller that shifts between the perspectives of its
two main characters as their courage and their loyalties are tested to the limit.

The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak
1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been
busier.
Liesel, a nine-year-old girl, is living with a foster family on Himmel Street. Her
parents have been taken away to a concentration camp. Liesel steals books.
This is her story and the story of the inhabitants of her street when the bombs
begin to fall.

Becoming Dinah by Kit de Waal
Seventeen-year-old Dinah needs to leave her home, the weird commune where
she grew up. She needs a whole new identity, starting with how she looks,
starting with shaving off her hair, her 'crowning glory'. Dinah was going to go
alone and hitch a ride down south. Except, she ends up being persuaded to
illegally drive a VW campervan for hundreds of miles, accompanied by a grumpy
man with one leg.
But while she's driving, Dinah will be forced to confront everything that led her
here, everything that will finally show her which direction to turn...



One of Us is Lying by Karen McManus
Five students walk into detention. Only four come out alive.
Yale hopeful Bronwyn has never publicly broken a rule.
Sports star Cooper only knows what he's doing in the baseball diamond.
Bad boy Nate is one misstep away from a life of crime.
Prom queen Addy is holding together the cracks in her perfect life.
And outsider Simon, creator of the notorious gossip app at Bayview High,
won't ever talk about any of them again.
He dies 24 hours before he could post their deepest secrets online.
Investigators conclude it's no accident. All of them are suspects.

Unstoppable by Dan Freedman
Fourteen-year-old twins, Roxy and Kaine, have only one thing in common.
They HATE each other.
Kaine is loud, brash and brilliant at football.
Roxy is heading for tennis superstardom.
When tragedy strikes, their worlds are ripped apart.
Can they come together before it's too late?

Run, Rebel by Manjeet Mann
I am restless, my feet need to fly.

Amber is trapped - by her father's rules, by his expectations, by her own
fears. Now she's ready to fight - for her mother, for her sister, for herself. 
Freedom always comes at a price.

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas
Sixteen-year-old Starr lives in two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she
was born and raised and her posh high school in the suburbs. The uneasy
balance between them is shattered when Starr is the only witness to the
fatal shooting of her unarmed best friend, Khalil, by a police officer. Now
what Starr says could destroy her community. It could also get her killed.

Warcross by Marie Lu
For the millions who log in every day, Warcross isn't just a game - it's a way of
life. Struggling to make ends meet, teenage hacker Emika Chen works as a
bounty hunter, tracking down players who bet on the game illegally.
When Emika hacks into the game illegally, she's convinced she'll be arrested,
and is shocked when she gets a call from the game's creator, the elusive
young billionaire Hideo Tanaka, with an irresistible offer. He needs a spy on
the inside of this year's tournament in order to uncover a security problem . .
. and he wants Emika for the job



Tinder by Sally Gardner
Otto Hundebiss is tired of war, but when he defies Death he walks a
dangerous path. A half-beast half-man gives him shoes and dice, which will
lead him deep into a web of dark magic and mystery. He meets the
beautiful Safire - pure of heart and spirit, the scheming Mistress Jabber
and the terrifying Lady of the Nail. He learns the powers of the tinderbox
and the wolves whose master he becomes. But will all the riches in the
world bring him the thing he most desires?

After the Fire by Will Hill
Father John controls everything inside The Fence. And Father John likes
rules. Especially about never talking to Outsiders. Because Father John
knows the truth. He knows what is right, and what is wrong. He knows what
is coming.
Moonbeam is starting to doubt, though. She’s starting to see the lies behind
Father John’s words. She wants him to be found out.
What if the only way out of the darkness is to light a fire?

We Were Liars by E Lockhart
A beautiful and distinguished family.
A private island.
A brilliant, damaged girl; a passionate, political boy.
A group of four friends-the Liars-whose friendship turns destructive.
A revolution. An accident. A secret.
Lies upon lies.
True love.
The truth.

The Burning by Laura Bates
Fire is like a rumour. You might think you’ve extinguished it, but one
creeping, red tendril, one single wisp of smoke is enough to let it leap back
into life again. Especially if someone is watching, waiting to fan the flames.... 

Anna begins a new life in Scotland after an incident turns her world upside
down and finds herself irresistibly drawn to the tale of Maggie, a local girl
accused of witchcraft centuries earlier. A girl whose story has terrifying
parallels to Anna’s own....

Every Day by David Levithan
Each morning, A wakes up in a different body. There’s never any warning
about who it will be, but A is used to that. Never get too attached. Avoid
being noticed. Do not interfere.
And that’s fine – until A wakes up in the body of Justin and meets Justin’s
girlfriend, Rhiannon. From that moment, the rules by which A has been living
no longer apply. Because finally A has found someone he wants to be with –
every day . . .



Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams
It's an ordinary Thursday lunchtime for Arthur Dent until his house gets
demolished. The Earth follows shortly afterwards to make way for a new
hyperspace bypass and his best friend has just announced that he's an
alien. At this moment, they're hurtling through space with nothing but
their towels and an innocuous-looking book inscribed with the big, friendly
words: DON'T PANIC.

Say her Name by Juno Dawson
Roberta 'Bobbie' Rowe is not the kind of person who believes in ghosts. A
Halloween dare at her ridiculously spooky boarding school is no big deal,
especially when her best friend Naya and cute local boy Caine agree to
join in too. They are ordered to summon the legendary ghost of Bloody
Mary: say her name five times in front of a candlelit mirror, and she shall
appear... But, surprise surprise, nothing happens. Or does it?

They Both Die at the End by Adam Silvera
On September 5th, a little after midnight, Death-Cast calls Mateo Torrez
and Rufus Emeterio to give them some bad news: they're going to die
today. Mateo and Rufus are total strangers, but, for different reasons,
they're both looking to make a new friend on their End Day. The good
news: there's an app for that. It's called the Last Friend, and through it,
Rufus and Mateo are about to meet up for one last great adventure - to
live a lifetime in a single day. 

Cinderella is Dead by Kalynn Bayron
I200 years after Cinderella found her prince, the fairy tale is over. Teen
girls are now required to appear at the Annual Ball, where the men of
the kingdom select wives based on a girl’s display of finery, the girls not
chosen are never heard from again. 
Sixteen-year-old Sophia would much rather marry Erin, her childhood
best friend, than parade in front of suitors. After fleeing the ball, Sophia   
meets Constance, the last known descendant of Cinderella and her step
sisters. Together they vow to bring down the king once and for all.

The Cruel Prince by Holly Black
One terrible morning, Jude and her sisters see their parents murdered
in front of them. The terrifying assassin abducts all three girls to the
world of Faerie, where Jude is installed in the royal court but mocked
and tormented by the Faerie royalty for being mortal. As Jude grows
older, she realises that she will need to take part in the dangerous
deceptions of the fey to ever truly belong. But the stairway to power is
fraught with shadows and betrayal. And looming over all is the
infuriating, arrogant and charismatic Prince Cardan.



We Hunt the Flame by Hafsah Faizal
Zafira is the Hunter, disguising herself as a man when she braves the
cursed forest of the Arz to feed her people. Nasir is the Prince of
Death, assassinating those foolish enough to defy his autocratic father,
the sultan. If Zafira was exposed as a girl, all of her achievements
would be rejected; if Nasir displayed his compassion, his father would
punish him in the most brutal of ways. Both Zafira and Nasir are
legends in the kingdom of Arawiya - but neither wants to be.

The Fellowship of the Ring by J R R Tolkien
In a sleepy village in the Shire, a young hobbit is entrusted with an
immense task. He must make a perilous journey across Middle-earth
to the Cracks of Doom, there to destroy the Ruling Ring of Power - the
only thing that prevents the Dark Lord Sauron’s evil dominion.

Thus begins J. R. R. Tolkien’s classic tale of adventure, which continues
in The Two Towers and The Return of the King.

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen
Brian is a city boy. Not used to living rough. Until his plane crash-lands
in the Canadian wilderness. All he has is a hatchet - and a desperate
will to survive. Now Brian must learn to live the hard way - or die.

I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai
When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley, one girl fought for
her right to an education. On Tuesday, 9 October 2012, she almost
paid the ultimate price when she was shot in the head at point-blank
range.
Malala Yousafzai's extraordinary journey has taken her from a remote
valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations. She has
become a global symbol of peaceful protest and is the youngest ever
winner of the Nobel Peace Prize.

The Escape by Robert Muchamore
Summer, 1940. Hitler's army is advancing towards Paris, and millions
of French civilians are on the run. Amidst the chaos, two British
children are being hunted by German agents. British spy Charles
Henderson tries to reach them first, but he can only do it with the help
of a twelve-year-old French orphan.
The British secret service is about to discover that kids working
undercover will help to win the war. For official purposes, these
children do not exist.



These are just a small selection of books that Year 9
might enjoy. Please let us know if you have any

recommendations. If you have read something that
you have enjoyed, don't forget to do a review on

Accessit to let everyone know!

One by Sarah Crossan
Grace and Tippi don't like being stared and sneered at, but they're used
to it. They are conjoined twins - united in blood and bone. 
What they want is to be looked at in turn, like they truly are two people.
They want real friends. And what about love?
But a heart-wrenching decision lies ahead for Tippi and Grace. One that
could change their lives more than they ever asked for...

Shelter by Harlan Coben
When tragic events tear him away from his parents, 15-year-old Mickey
Bolitar is sent to live with his estranged uncle, Myron. For a while, it
seems his train wreck of a life is finally improving - until his girlfriend,
Ashley, goes missing without a trace.
Unwilling to let another person he cares about walk out of his life, Mickey
follows Ashley's trail into a seedy underworld, revealing a conspiracy so
shocking it will leave him questioning everything about the life he thought
he knew.

Savage Island by Bryony Pearce
When reclusive millionaire Marcus Gold announces that he’s going to be
staging an “Iron Teen” competition on his private island in the Outer
Hebrides, teenagers Ben, Lizzie, Will, Grady and Carmen sign up – the prize
is one million pounds … each. But when the competition begins, the group
begin to regret their decision. Other teams are hunting their competitors
and attacking them for body parts. Can the friends stick together under
such extreme pressure to survive? When lives are at stake, you find out
who you can really trust…

Scythe by Neal Shusterman
In a world where disease, war and crime have been eliminated, the only
way to die is to be randomly killed ("gleaned") by professional scythes.
Citra and Rowan are teenagers who have been selected to be scythes'
apprentices, and despite wanting nothing to do with the vocation, they
must learn the art of killing and understand the necessity of what they do.
Only one of them will be chosen as a scythe's apprentice and as Citra and
Rowan come up against a terrifyingly corrupt Scythedom, it becomes clear
that the winning apprentice's first task will be to glean the loser.


