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There are several groupings of letters that all make the same sound…

é, er, ez, ais, ait, ay, et, aient – they all sound like ay (as in May)

The letter c with an accent underneath – ç – sounds like the letter s in English

A c without this accent, and followed by the letters o, a or u, is a hard sound – café, code, vecu (vaykoo)

A c followed by an i or an e is soft – cinq (sank), cent (son)

an and en make make the same sound in French = ON  - anglais, enfant

in in a French word sounds like AN – intéressant, intelligent, enfin

If a French word ends in t, d, s, n or x, these are usually SILENT with the exception of CRFL – Be CaReFuL
with these!

And if the last letter is an e, you can pronounce the letter just before it – carte, anglaise, allemande

In French, the letter e can cause lots of problems. At the end of a word, it isn’t sounded out.

If it as an acute accent – é – then it sounds like ay. - café

If it has a grave accent – è – or a circumflex - ê - then it sounds like eh – e.g père, tête

The rest of the time, it sounds like uh – menu (muhnoo)

Tips for pronouncing French
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