
Scale of Issues
PERSONAL ISSUE

Something that only affects you

National Issue
Something that affects all people within a 

whole country

Local Issue
Something that affects people within a 

community or a small area within a country

Global Issue
Something that affects lots of people worldwide

Categorising issues

Sustainable development goals
"Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present, without compromising the 
ability of future generations to meet their own needs.“

Source: Brundtland Report, 1987

Global issues
Climate Change. From shifting weather patterns that threaten food production, to 
rising sea levels that increase the risk of catastrophic flooding

Gender Equality Women and girls represent half of the world’s population and, 
therefore, also half of its potential 
Poverty Its manifestations include hunger and malnutrition, limited access to education 
and other basic services, social discrimination and exclusion 
Migration  Some people move in search of labour or economic opportunities, to join 
family, or study. Others move to escape conflict, persecution or terrorism. 
The Oceans  Growing concern over the toll taken on coastal fish stocks by long-
distance fishing fleets and over the threat of pollution 
Access to water Water is at the core of sustainable development and is critical for 
socio-economic development, energy and food production 

The problem with plastics



The problem with plastic Disposal
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The True impact of plastics
Nearly 400 million tons of plastics were produced 
worldwide last year. Since they practically last forever, 
they added to a stock of tens of billion of tons, only a scant 
percentage of which having been recycled. Nearly a third 
of packaging is estimated to be lost every year onto land, 
into rivers and oceans. According to some estimates, by 
2050 the mass of plastics in oceans will exceed the mass 
of fish. The food chain, from minnows to humans, is already 
contaminated. And it’s not all just about terrestrial and 
aquatic ecosystems: last April microplastic fibres, raised into 
the air by water evaporation, rained down over the 
Pyrenees.

Who is responsible?

Managing plastic pollution

Global Commons
The global commons are defined under international law as “resource domains or areas that lie outside of the 
political reach of any one nation State” (United Nations Law Division). 
This means that an area defined as a global common is available for use by any country and cannot be claimed for 
exclusive use by any one country or privatised for the exclusive use of a company. 
The four global commons identified by international law are: 
• The High Seas 
• The Atmosphere 
• Antarctica 
• Outer Space

There are a number of things that governments can do — from running public awareness campaigns, to 
offering incentives for recycling, to introducing levies or even banning certain products outright. 
In the last decade, dozens of national and local governments around the world have adopted policies to reduce 
the use of disposable plastic. And the number continues to grow. 

UK Policies 

Banning microbeads

5p carrier bag tax
And from April 2020…

Plastic-free aisles in 
supermarkets

Banning cotton buds

Banning plastic 
straws

Cutting down on 
plastic bottles

Removing disposable 
coffee cups

Making industries 
take responsibility

Engaging young people


