
Recommended Reads 
Year 8

 There are a variety of genres so hopefully you will
find something that appeals to you. All these titles
are available to borrow from the LRC. There is a
short introduction to each book in this leaflet and
you can scan the QR code to find this list on our
LRC catalogue.

 



The Giver by Lois Lowry – TMSA Big Read 2022
It is the future. There is no war, no hunger, no pain. No one in the
community wants for anything. While training to be the Receiver
of Memory, Jonas experiences joy and sadness for the first time.
He becomes convinced his society has given up too much, and he
can no longer accept the sameness.
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Armistice Runner by Tom Palmer – TMSA Big Read 2021
Lily is losing her gran to Alzheimer's. But then she discovers her
great-great-grandfather's diaries from the First World War. Could
his incredible story of bravery help her reconnect with her gran?

Car-Jacked by Ali Sparkes  - TMSA Big Read 2020
Jack Mattingly is a genius. He has an IQ of 170. He speaks fluent
Mandarin and Latin.
And he can calculate the square root of 1,673,549 in his head. But
when Jack's parents' car is hi-jacked, with him inside it, for once he's as
clueless as the rest of us. The car-jacker doesn't know Jack's in the car -
yet. But it's only a matter of time before he's discovered. And then
anything could happen. Only one thing's for sure: Jack's in for the thrill-
ride of his life.

 
 

I Have no Secrets by Penny Joelson -TMSA Big Read 2019
Jemma knows who did the murder. She knows because he told her.
And she can't tell anyone. Fourteen-year-old Jemma has severe
cerebral palsy. Unable to communicate or move, she relies on her
family and carer for everything. She has a sharp brain and inquisitive
nature and knows all sorts of things about everyone. But when she is
confronted with this terrible secret, she is utterly powerless to do
anything. Though that might be about to change... 
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When the World was Ours by Liz Kessler - TMSA Big Read 2023
Vienna, 1936. 
Elsa, Leo and Max have always been best friends, a special team of
three. Then the Nazis come.
 As a growing darkness descends around them, Leo and Elsa run
for their lives, taking two very different paths across Europe. And
Max, once their closest friend, now becomes the enemy as he is
drawn into the Hitler Youth. Will the friends ever find their way
back to each other? Will they want to?
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The Recruit – Robert Muchamore
A terrorist doesn't let strangers in her flat because they might be
undercover police or intelligence agents, but her children bring their
mates home and they run all over the place. The terrorist doesn't
know that a kid has bugged every room in her house, cloned the hard
drive on her PC, and copied all the numbers in her phone book. The
kid works for CHERUB. They slip under adult radar and get
information that sends criminals and terrorists to jail.
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Noble Conflict by Malorie Blackman
Years after a violent war destroyed much of the world, Kaspar has
grown up in a society based on peace and harmony. But beyond the
city walls, a vicious band of rebels are plotting to tear this peace apart.
It is up to the Guardians - an elite peacekeeping force - to protect the
city, without ever resorting to the brutal methods of their enemy.
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Children of Blood and Bone by Tom Adyemi
Seventeen-year-old Zélie remembers when the soil of Orïsha
hummed with magic. But everything changed the night magic
disappeared. Under the orders of a ruthless king, anyone with
powers was targeted and killed, leaving Zélie without a mother and
her people without hope. Only a few people remain with the power
to use magic, and they must remain hidden. Zelie, her older brother
Tzain, and rogue princess Amari fight to restore magic to the land
and activate a new generation of magi.

The Outlaw Scarlett and Browne by Jonathan Stroud
England has been radically changed by a series of catastrophes – large
cities have disappeared and London has been replaced by a lagoon.
The surviving population exists in fortified towns where they cling to
traditional ways, while strangely evolved beasts prowl the wilderness
beyond. Conformity is rigidly enforced and those who fall foul of the
rules are persecuted: some are killed, others are driven out into the
wilds. Only a few fight back – and two of these outlaws, Scarlett
McCain and Albert Browne, display an audacity and talent that makes
them legends.
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The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins
Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen regards it as a death sentence
when she is forced to represent her district in the annual Hunger
Games, a fight to the death on live TV. But Katniss has been close to
death before-and survival, for her, is second nature. The Hunger
Games is a searing novel set in a future with unsettling parallels to
our present. Welcome to the deadliest reality TV show ever...
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The Way of the Warrior by Chris Bradford
August 1611. Jack Fletcher is shipwrecked off the coast of Japan - his
beloved father and the crew lie slaughtered by ninja pirates. Rescued
by the legendary sword master Masamoto Takeshi, Jack's only hope is
to become a samurai warrior.
And so his training begins.
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Shadow and Bone by Leigh Bardugo
Soldier. Summoner. Saint. Orphaned and expendable, Alina Starkov is
a soldier who knows she may not survive her first trek across the
Shadow Fold - a swath of unnatural darkness crawling with monsters.
But when her regiment is attacked, Alina unleashes dormant magic
not even she knew she possessed.

15 Days without a Head by Dave Cousins
Fifteen-year-old Laurence Roach just wants a normal life, but it's not
easy when your mum is a depressed alcoholic, and your six-year-old
brother thinks he's a dog. 
When Mum fails to come home one night, Laurence tells nobody,
terrified he and his brother will be taken into care if anyone finds out.
Instead, he attempts to keep up the pretence that Mum is still around:
dressing up in her clothes to trick the neighbours and spinning an
increasingly complicated tangle of lies. 

Apple and Rain by Sarah Crossens 
When Apple's mother returns after eleven years of absence, Apple feels
whole again. She will have an answer to her burning question - why did
you go? And she will have someone who understands what it means to
be a teenager - unlike Nana. But just like the stormy Christmas Eve
when she left, her mother's homecoming is bitter sweet, and Apple
wonders who is really looking after whom. It's only when Apple meets
someone more lost than she is, that she begins to see things as they
really are.



Crow’s Revenge by Marcus Alexander
Charlie Keeper has been forced from her home by a bloodthirsty and
terrifying stranger. In escaping she discovers her house holds the
gateway to the Realm of Bellania - a place of myth, magic . . . and an
evil Lord with a very bad attitude.
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Gone by Michael Grant
In the blink of an eye all the adults disappear in a small town in
southern California and no one knows why. Cut off from the outside
world, those that are left are trapped, and there’s no help on the way.
Sam Temple and his friends must do all they can to survive. Chaos
rules the streets. Gangs begin to form. Sides are chosen – strong or
weak. Cruel or humane. And then there are those who begin to
develop powers . . .

The Set-Up by Sophie McKenzie
Fourteen years ago, scientist William Fox implanted four babies with
the Medusa gene - a gene for psychic abilities. But Fox died and the
babies were hidden away for years. Now the children are teenagers -
and unaware that their psychic powers are about to kick in. Cocky,
charismatic Nico thinks his emerging telekinetic abilities will bring him
money, power and the girl of his dreams. He's about to find out just
how wrong he is...

Boy Soldier by Andy McNab
Danny is told his grandfather, Fergus, was a traitor. An SAS explosives
expert who betrayed his country and his Regiment for drug money. He
was arrested and left to rot and die in a Columbian jail.
 But Danny knows that Fergus is alive and in the UK, living in secret
under an assumed name and he sets out to track him down and
expose him. In doing so, sets in train an explosive sequence of events
which throw Danny and Fergus together on the run from people who
want them dead.

Listen to the Moon by Michael Morpurgo
May, 1915. Alfie and his fisherman father find a girl on an uninhabited
island in the Scillies – injured, thirsty, lost… and with absolutely no
memory of who she is, or how she came to be there. She can say only
one word: Lucy. Where has she come from? Is she a mermaid, the
victim of a German U-boat, or even – as some islanders suggest – a
German spy…? Only one thing is for sure: she loves music and
moonlight, and it is when she listens to the gramophone that the
glimmers of the girl she once was begin to appear.
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Trash by Andy Mulligan
Raphael lives on a dumpsite, eking out a living sifting through
rubbish. One unlucky-lucky day, he makes an extraordinary and
deadly discovery. Now he and his two friends, Gardo and Rat, are
wanted by the corrupt forces that run the city and will stop at nothing
to get back what they've lost.

Magnus Chase and the Sword of Summer by Rick Riordan
Magnus Chase has seen his share of trouble. Ever since that terrible
night two years ago when his mother told him to run, he has lived
alone on the streets of Boston, surviving by his wits, staying one step
ahead of the police and truant officers.
One day, Magnus learns that someone else is trying to track him down
—his uncle Randolph, a man his mother had always warned him about.
Randolph starts rambling about Norse history and Magnus’s birth right:
a weapon that has been lost for thousands of years.

The Enemy by Charlie Higson
When the sickness came, every parent, police officer, politician - every
adult fell ill. The lucky ones died. The others are crazed, confused and
hungry. Only children under fourteen remain, and they're fighting to
survive. Now there are rumours of a safe place to hide. And so a gang
of children begin their quest across London, where all through the city
- down alleyways, in deserted houses, underground - the grown-ups lie
in wait. But can they make it there - alive?

Margot and Me by Juno Dawson
Fliss's mum needs peace and quiet to recuperate from a long illness, so
they both move to the countryside to live with Margot, Fliss's stern and
bullying grandmother. Life on the farm is tough and life at school is
even tougher, so when Fliss unearths Margot's wartime diary, she sees
an opportunity to get her own back. 
But Fliss soon discovers Margot's life during the evacuation was full of
adventure, mystery . . . and even passion. What's more, she learns a
terrible secret that could tear her whole family apart . . .

The Haven by Simon Lelic
Alone. On the run. Ollie Turner has nowhere to hide. But he gets a
second chance. Underneath the city there's a secret organisation, far
from adult eyes. It's called the Haven.
Soon Ollie is caught up in their battle: to stop Maddy Sikes destroying
the city. Time is running out for Ollie and his new friends, and millions
of lives are at stake ...
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Jelly by Jo Cotterill
Jelly, aged 11, is the life and soul of the classroom. She's popular and
great at doing impressions. She's also overweight. She's learned to
deal with the put-downs by brushing them off and pretending she
finds it all very funny - while making up poems and writing her private
worries in a notebook. When a talent show is announced at school,
her mum's new boyfriend Lennon persuades Jelly sing her poem in
the contest. But can Jelly find the courage to perform something so
personal - especially when Lennon might not always be there to cheer
her on?

The Everest Files by Matt Dickinson
In the deepest Himalaya a story is spreading like wildfire. The story of
an Everest expedition unlike any other. An expedition that ended in
lies, betrayal, mysterious disappearances … and death. At the heart of
it all - rumours of dark forces at play. This is the mystery that
eighteen-year-old Ryan Hart sets out to solve.

Beckham by Matt and Tom Oldfield
In 2002, during the final moments of injury time, David Beckham
scored an incredible free-kick, securing England a place in the World
Cup. It was this moment that ensured that Beckham would become
one of the most loved English footballers, as well as a Manchester
United and Real Madrid hero. This is the story of a true sportsman,
who earned respect and loyalty from his fans around the world.

Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes
Alive.Twelve-year-old Jerome doesn't get into trouble. He goes to
school. He does his homework. He takes care of his little sister. Then
Jerome is shot by a police officer who mistakes his toy gun for a real
threat.
Dead. As a ghost, watching his family trying to cope with his death,
Jerome begins to notice other ghost boys. Each boy has a story and
they all have something in common. 
Bit by bit, Jerome begins to understand what really happened - not
just to him, but to all of the ghost boys.

Kids Fight Plastic by Martin Dorey
Have you got 2 minutes? That's all the time it takes to become a
#2minutesuperhero. Plastic is everywhere. It is in the rivers and it is in
the sea. We need superheroes to fight plastic and help save our
oceans.
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These are just a small selection of books that Year 8
might enjoy. Please let us know if you have any

recommendations. If you have read something that
you have enjoyed, don't forget to do a review on

Accessit to let everyone know!

Heartstopper by Alice Oseman
Charlie and Nick are at the same school, but they've never met ...
until one day when they're made to sit together. They quickly
become friends, and soon Charlie is falling hard for Nick, even
though he doesn't think he has a chance.
But love works in surprising ways, and Nick is more interested in
Charlie than either of them realised.

Wolf Brother by Michelle Paver
6,000 years ago, the land is one dark forest. Its people are hunters
and gatherers. They know every tree and herb and they know how to
survive in a world steeped in enchantment, menace, and powerful
magic. Until an ambitious and malignant force conjures up a demon;
a demon so evil that it can be contained only in the body of a
ferocious bear which slays everything it sees and has the potential to
destroy the world. 

When the Sky Falls by Phil Earle
It’s 1940, and Joseph has been packed off to stay with Mrs F, a gruff
woman with no great fondness for children. To Joseph’s amazement,
she owns the rundown city zoo where Joseph meets Adonis, a huge
silverback gorilla who Joseph finds he has an affinity with.But when
the bombs begin to fall, it is up to Joseph to guard Adonis’ cage should
it be damaged by a blast. Will Joseph be ready to pull the trigger if it
comes to it?

The Knife of Never Letting Go by Patrick Ness
Prentisstown isn't like other towns. Everyone can hear everyone else's
thoughts in an overwhelming, never-ending stream of Noise. Just a
month away from the birthday that will make him a man, Todd and
his dog, Manchee stumble upon an area of complete silence. They
find that in a town where privacy is impossible, something terrible has
been hidden - a secret so awful that Todd and Manchee must run for
their lives. But how do you escape when your pursuers can hear your
every thought?
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